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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 1084 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, SU 

SUBJECT: NIMEIRI COMMENTS ON SUDANESE/ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS 
AND ERITREAN PROBLEM 

1 . PRESIDENT NIMEIRI REVIEWED FOR ME APRIL 14 HIS VERSION 

OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN GOS/EPMG RELATIONS, INCLUSING HIS 
ERITREAN MEDIATION INITIATIVE. ETHIOPIANS HAD INITIALLY BEEN 
UNENTHUSASTIC. FOR THEIR PART, ERITREANS HAD REQUIRED CON- 
SIDERABLE NURSING. MATTERS HAD NEVERTHELESS BEGUN TO MOVE FORWARD 
BY THE END OF 1975. HOWEVER, ETHIOPIAN OVERFLIGHTS SUDAN IN JANUARY 
HAD THEN CAUSED GOS TO SUSPEND ITS EFFORTS. SUDANESE/ETHIOPIAN 
CONTACTS SINCE EARLY MARCH HAD SERVED CLEAR THAT AIR AND FONMIN 
KIFLE HAD VISITED HIM AND "APOLOGIZED''. GOS HAD MEANWHILE 
"INVITED" ISAIAS AFEWORK AND OTHER ERITREAN LEADERS TO COME TO 
KHARTOUM TO TRY TO COMPOSE THEIR DIFFERENCES. UNFORTUNATELY, 

THAT MEETING HAD FAILED. 

2. NIMEIRI CONTINUED THAT SUDDEN DEATH OF SENIOR SUDANESE 
OFFICIAL HANDLING THIS QUESTION (JAAFAR BAKHEIT) HAD NOT HELPED. 

HE HIMSELF HAD ACCORDINGLY HAD TO BECOME DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
AND HAD MET WITH UNSPECIFIED ERITREANS WHILE THEY WERE IN 
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TO VICE PRESIDENT BAGHIR. SUDANESE WOULD CONTINUE TO TRY 
TO BE HELPFUL BUT EARLY PROGRESS WAS HARD TO PREDICT. ERITREANS 
WERE FRAGMENTED ALONG RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL LINES ("THERE ARE 
EVEN SYRIAN BAATHIST ERITREANS AND IRAQI BAATHIST ONES"). SOME 
ARE COMMUNISTS, INCLUDING A FEW WHO ARE MEMBERS OF SUDANESE 
COMMUNIST PARTY. 

3. NIMEIRI ALSO SPOKE OF MILITARY CAPABILITES OF ERITREANS. 

HE SAID THEY HAD RECEIVED ARMS FROM SYRIANS, IRAQIS, RUSSIANS 
AND OTHERS AND HE THOUGHT EVEN HAD SMALL GROUND-TO-AIR 
MISSILES. HE DID NOT SEE HOW EITHER SIDE COULD WIN MILITARILY. 
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